STATE OF CALIFGRNIA—THE RESQURCES AGENGY GRAY DAVIS, Governor

DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION
14215 RIVER ROAD

P.O. BOX 530

WALNUT GROVE, CA 95690

Phone (916} 776-2290

FAX (918) 776-2293

E-Mail: dpe@citlink.net Home Page: www.delta.ca.gov

AGENDA ITEM #8
March 12, 1999

To:  Delta Protection Commission

From: Lori Clamurro, Delta Protection Commission Staff

Re: Category Il Ecosystem Restoration Projects Tracking Memo

Since 1995, restoration projects aimed at improving the quality of the Delta environment
have been funded. The purpose has been specifically to implement “non-flow” related actions,
also called Category III projects, to restore and enhance habitat and species populations. The
term Category III comes from the State Water Resources Control Board’s adopted Water Quality
Control Plan for the Bay-Delta, and Category ITl measures are included as part of the Bay-Delta
Accord of 1994. As part of this agreement, funding for Category III projects has been provided
by water users such as California Urban Water Agencies (CUWA), by the Central Valley Project
Improvement Act (CVPIA), and by Proposition 204 (State share) and federal appropriations.

For FY 99, approximately $73 million ig available for ecosystem restoration projects; most
of this money is federal Bay-Delta Act appropriations. CALFED’s selection of projects can occur
in one of two ways: throngh public solicitation or Designated Action. Designated Actions are
projects which are recommended for funding by CALFED staff outside of the solicitation process,
‘based on the following criteria: they are high priority actions in which substantial investment has
already been made; fanding would result in substantial progress toward ecosystem restoration
goals; the projects are ready to go, and the implementing entities are identified; and the projects
have the ability to leverage additional funds. Ofthe $73 million available in FY 99, approximately
$56 million is being allocated to a number of Designated Actions which were recommended by
CALFED’s Integration Panel, came before the Ecosystern Round Table for review and approval,
and were subsequently approved by CALFED’s Policy Group. The remaining $17 million will be
used to fund projects obtained from the proposal solicitation process.

Commission staf' has been preparing memos describing and updating the status of the
various Category III projects funded to date in the Delta area. This memo includes the
Designated Actions which were approved by the Policy Group in February 1999, Future memos
will include updates of these projects as well as summaries of projects selected from the proposal
solicitation process, which began on February 16, 1999 and will end on April 15, 1999.
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